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Executive Session • COVID-19 
 
Ø Due to the COVID19 Virus, and restrictions for gatherings, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom.  
 
The Executive Session (es) was part of the Wenham Board of Selectmen (BOS) March 27, 2020 posted meeting. 
Materials used in the preparation of such minutes and all documents and exhibits used at the session, may be withheld from disclosure 
to the public in their entirety under sub clause (a) of clause Twenty-sixth of Section 7 of Chapter 4, as long as publication may defeat 
the lawful purposes of the es, but no longer; provided, however, that the es was held in compliance with Section 21.    
These minutes will not be released until approved for release by the Selectmen and notice of such approval has been entered into the 
regular minutes. 
In open session, at 8:35 am the Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call vote to enter into executive session under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (2) – To 
conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with 
nonunion personnel and to include Jackie Bresnahan and return to open session. 
 
Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; John Clemenzi; Catherine Harrison 
Also present:  Anthony Ansaldi, Town Administrator; Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services 
Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
The Selectmen discussed the financial status of the town during the COVID-19 State of Emergency. 
The BOS believes that it needs to closely monitor the financial situation of the town in light of the mandated closures and 
remote working mandates. 
The BOS also wants the town’s revenues to be closely monitored during this time, considering the possibility of reduced real 
estate tax payments. 
 
Mr. Ansaldi reviewed that the Governor’s emergency order temporarily giving municipalities the ability to deficit spend during 
the State of Emergency and carry the cost over to the next fiscal year.  Mr. Ansaldi recommended the BOS send a letter to the 
director of accounts of the DLS (Division of Local Services) in the event this action was necessary.   Mr. Ansaldi also mentioned 
that 100% of what is being spent during this time, related to COVID-19 Virus, was eligible for reimbursement.  He cautioned 
that this pandemic may negatively impact the FY22 budget. 
 
Regarding the joint programs with Hamilton, Mr. Ansaldi said he was in contact with the Town Manager Joe Domelowicz.  
These discussions are primarily focused on the HW library and rescheduling the annual town meetings and local elections for 
the towns. 
Mr. Ansaldi said he continues to meet with the town unions to discuss the financial impact of COVID-19. 
 
The Selectmen acknowledged that the pandemic and its impact on the local economy may put the operating overrides for the 
school/town at jeopardy.  Mr. Wilhelm requested back up information of how this would affect the financial outlook for the 
town and the school district. The school committee will be asked to provide feedback regarding a plan of action. 
Ms. Harrison suggested the newly hired Superintendent be included in this communication as the interim Superintendent would 
be leaving the district soon. 
 
The Selectmen agreed to meet weekly, including updates from the Board of health, and updates on the status of town employees 
working from home. 
 
The BOS meet next on their regular scheduled meeting Tuesday March 31 at 6:30pm. 
  
Adjournment - The BOS voted unanimously by roll call vote to adjourn at 9:43 am. 
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